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lead to different outcomes of a trial. On one hand, if a jury fails to be presented with forensic 
evidence (even if it is unnecessary or not possible), jurors are more inclined to acquit the 
suspect. On the other hand, any forensic evidence presented to the jury tends to be believed 
uncritically and the defendant is more likely to be found guilty. These outcomes have real 
implications in terms of our criminal justice system. Former actor Robert Blake was acquitted 
of murdering his wife although two eyewitnesses were able to state that Blake had commit-
ted the murder. Jurors acquitted Blake, noting that no forensic evidence was presented at the 
trial. Many contend that the CSI effect allowed Blake to get away with murder.

Some people theorize that some of these associations stem not from the CSI effect, but 
rather from the tech effect. The tech effect refers to the public’s awareness of modern tech-
nology and the expectation that it plays an important role in the contemporary criminal 
justice system, including trials. That is, it may not be watching a CSI crime show per se, but 
rather having a better understanding of the role of technology that leads to demands by 
jurors in a trial. This tech effect comes from the media environment, a small part of which 
includes the CSI shows.

Where Are They Now?
The text presented four actual encounters with the criminal justice 

system. This section shares with the reader where each of the persons 
highlighted in our case studies is today. Jennifer Schuett continues to live 
in Texas and works as an advocate and speaker on behalf of survivors 
everywhere. She has never stopped wanting to be a mother, although 
the attack left that looking very unlikely. After a story about her case was 
aired on a local television station, a fertility doctor contacted her to offer 
his services in the hope that she and her husband Jonathan could become 
parents. This effort was successful, and Jennifer and Jonathan welcomed 
a baby named Jenna into their lives in 2012. Jenna is a smart, happy, 
and beautiful child. Jenna now travels with her mom for her speaking 
engagements. Even more good news came in 2016, when Jennifer and 
Jonathan welcomed baby Jonah. Her work as a mother to two young 
children keeps Jennifer busy. Still she attends many events each year to 
share her story with others.

Chris Farias successfully completed his community corrections 
sentence and is no longer serving a work-release sentence. He enrolled 
in college courses to further his education and signed several new clients 
based on recommendations from past customers. He has more work than 
he can possibly take on. Chris met a woman and has been in a long-term, 
healthy relationship for some time. He is now able to travel out of state 
to see his extended family and is frequently returning from time on the 
slopes or at the beach. He continues to pay close attention to his behavior 
and has no desire to risk finding himself in trouble with the law again. 
He knows that the chance of receiving another community corrections 
sentence is unlikely.

Joshua Paul Benjamin continues to struggle with the stigma of the 
crimes he committed decades ago. After serving time in prison, he 
continued treatment on his own. He enrolled in graduate school to pursue 
a master’s degree and then a PhD. He was an A student and completed 
both degrees. He is active in his church, and has earned an additional 
master’s degree in theological studies. He has continued living a crime-
free life. While Joshua was pursuing these degrees, the sex offender 
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